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ique, Guadeloupe, Reunion and the French West Indies—
were likewise given direct representation by the laws of Feb-
ruary and November 1875, and in 1885 ten seats were allocated
to the colonies in the Chamber of Deputies. The fiction by
which colonies were treated as parts of France wore thin, in
face of reality and of the electoral corruption which grew up in
them. In 1896 the policy of administrative Attachment5 was
reversed, and in 1898 local opinion was given more effective
expression through 'financial delegations' with advisory func-
tions. Financial decentralization to some extent offset political
centralization. But their parliamentary representation was too
firmly established to be reversed, and the principle was usually
extended to the new colonies in Indo-Ghina and French West
Africa.
In Tunisia, with the entanglements with Italy, and Morocco,
with the entanglements with Britain, Spain and Germany, a
system of French protection afforded to a native ruler proved
more expedient, and led to a new system of indirect rule. The
Bey of Tunis and the Sultan of Morocco were preserved, and
French Residents-General were implanted by their side. The
Anglo-French Entente of 1904, following soon after the friction
of the Fashoda incident, squeezed France out of Egypt and the
Sudan but guaranteed her a predominant role in Morocco.
The Second Empire bequeathed her the colony of Cochin-
China in the Far East, and opened the door to French military,
commercial and missionary enterprise in Tonkin. The story of
how Jules Ferry, as Prime Minister, captured for France the
empire of Indo-China, is not our concern here: save that by
presenting parliament and country with a series off aits accom-
plis, both military and diplomatic, he revealed unsuspected
powers in the hands of the executive which enabled it to defy
even a hostile and wildly angry parliament. He was able to do
it because of the support of men on the spot: of naval officers in
Tonkin, who set up a working administration in the conquered
territories, and of Catholic missionaries, ever anxious and
abundant, to carry French culture and Catholic religion into
backward lands. Cardinal Lavigerie, Archbishop of Algeria,
had readily moved his headquarters into Tunisia, and organ-

